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Ready, Willing, and Able
Brad Winter describes himself as a late bloomer. He loved it and could look forward to what God still has
spent most of his life without a faith background, and to come for him.
it wasn’t until midlife that he found his way to believe
in the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
Most recently Brad’s skills from his professional life
have come in handy as part of the Emergency
Brad served as Chief of Police in Fairfield for 12
Planning Response Committee. Last year as members
years until his retirement. Looking back now he can of the Policy and Procedures committee worked on an
see God’s hand in steps along the way. He was
updated procedure for the nursery, the topic of the
caught in a layoff at Airtex, and ended up working at Emergency Planning Response Committee (ERPC)
Fairfield Locker and Midway Package Store to make was brought up. Brad agreed to serve on the ERPC to
ends meet for his family. He had just accepted a full- help the church plan for any emergency that might
time job at the liquor store and worked six days when develop. Those situations could be medical, weather,
the Wayne County Sheriff’s department called. He
or, unfortunately, violence. All these categories are
was the next in line on the eligibility list and soon
things Brad is familiar with from his professional life,
became a deputy for five years before moving to the
and he is playing a major part in developing plans for
Fairfield Police Department for the next 25 years. He First Baptist. He explains, “I look at it as we are on a
had opportunity to be Chief earlier in his career but
journey and the church family is like a caravan. God
waited for the right timing to take the position.
has given me the gifts, training and knowledge to
make that journey safer; that’s my new job.”
Brad had accomplished everything professionally he
expected to do. But he soon realized that it didn’t
matter to God what he had accomplished in the world;
what mattered was surrendering control to Him.
Things were happening in his life that were outside his
control. The work he did helped him to see that life
was fragile. Brad came to faith at First Baptist
through his relationship with Ron Coppock. Ron told
him to “investigate” faith, and when he did he realized
that God was greater than anything he could do
himself. Brad admits, “I as a man was destined to
failure,” finally acknowledging that his only hope was
in Christ. After coming to faith, he realized that the
job was not done; he is still learning how to trust God
day by day with what is in front of him.
When Ron walked into the police department one day
asking about being a chaplain for the department,
Brad never imagined what God had in store for him
through this new relationship. Ron brought family
friend Shari Wagner to Fairfield, and the rest is
history. Brad and Shari were married in 2004 and are
both active members in church. He retired last year
from the police department and admits, “The thirty
years of service was just preparing me for what was
next.” He was able to leave the job when he still

In addition to the security and safety planning, Brad
serves in the bus ministry by visiting the families each
week. We are very thankful for the skills and talents
that Brad has been gifted with and how God is using
him to serve our family at First Baptist.

Love Your Neighbor Café
The new year is fast approaching and the quarterly community mission meals of the Love
Your Neighbor Café have been scheduled. The first meal will be January 13th, for First
Responders and their families. The serving times will be from 5:00 –7:00 p.m. This year the
meal will also include family members because they sacrifice much of their family time to
support the mission of the First Responder in their family. We want to remember to pray for
these important community-minded families throughout the year.
If you would like to participate in the serving of this meal, please contact the church office.
There is a place for everyone to serve and we invite everyone to be a part of this
ministry opportunity.

Reminders
As we mentioned last month, the doors to the church are unlocked an hour prior
to service time. Now that the lower temperatures are finally here, please do not
arrive at church prior to the times the door is unlocked.
There are restrooms at the rear of the Sanctuary, please encourage children to use
that restroom. We are also placing a water cooler there with cups that should
eliminate the need to exit the front of the sanctuary during worship times.
The mission of First Baptist Church:
We exist to glorify God by: serving and loving Him above all, sharing His
love, leading others to faith in Jesus Christ and equipping all to be a
lighthouse for Him.

Baptism

DaMario Heck was baptized on
Sunday December 10th during
the morning service. DaMario
has been attending First Baptist
for the last few years riding the
church bus faithfully. When
you see DaMario remember to
encourage him in his
walk with Christ.

For we were all baptized
by one Spirit so as to
form one body—whether
Jews or Gentiles, slave or
free—and we were
all given the one
Spirit to drink.
1 Corinthians 12:13
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Sermon Broadcast on WFIW 1390 at 10:45 each Sunday

To God Be the Glory
Fanny Crosby (1875)

To God be the glory, great things he has done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth
hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people
rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; great things he has
done.
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Great things he has taught us, great things he
has done,

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth
hear his voice!
This text is unique from Crosby’s other hymns because, rather
than focus on our experience of God, the words are wholly about
God and His perfect glory. In a sense, the hymn perfectly
displaces us, removing us from the pedestal on which we so often
place ourselves. This displacement is one of the great paradoxes
of the Christian faith. It feels very natural for us to seek attention,
approval, and our own glory. We like to be in control and present
our own image to the world, an image we seek to improve through
any means possible. On the other hand, there is great comfort in
knowing that the image we try to make for ourselves doesn’t
matter. We are made in the image of God, which means that
whatever we do has to bring Him and Him alone glory. Our lives
are wrapped up in God, and so too are the mistakes we make, the
wounds we inflict, and all of our shortcomings. These are the
things we try to avoid while we maintain control of our lives. But
what a joy and a comfort to know that though these things may
happen, because God is ultimately in control, and because our
own image does not matter, God is still glorified. While we
should still try to live a holy and upright life, we should do so to
bring God glory, not ourselves. What a beautiful freedom that is.
https://hymnary.org/text/
to_god_be_the_glory_great_things_he_hath

