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Dominican Republic 2018
On January 29th, a team of six individuals from the
Greater Wabash Baptist Association departed from
Fairfield to join with Keith Halsey of Raymond
Baptist Church for a mission trip to the Dominican
Republic. Sheila Kinney and Pat Scarbrough from
First Baptist were part of that mission. This month we
will be sharing how God worked in this mission and
how He continues to work in the Dominican Republic.

for the believers. The group was also welcomed into
the home of Cloudena, a most gracious host who
prepared lunch.

The group arrived in the Dominican Republic around
9:00 p.m. on Monday evening and settled into a short
nights rest at the home of Pastor Ortiz. On Tuesday
morning over breakfast, the group was informed that
overnight someone had locked the doors to the church
at Clavijo that they were scheduled to work in. The
rules of property in the Dominican Republic are vastly
different than those of the United States and
enforcement of such rules is pretty much non-existent.
While this seemed to be a roadblock to the plan for the
week, God obviously had a better plan. The group
departed for the mountain village of Clavijo to
minister to those who have been attending the church
and are now disappointed that the work will not be
completed.
Pastor Ortiz led a discussion with the community
which became an impromptu worship service. He
passionately explained the building was not the church
and that they were the church wherever they met. We
had witnessed an older gentleman in the community
come to a saving knowledge of Christ just before the
meeting and he offered his home as a meeting place

Leading up to mission trip the GWBA women’s
missionary groups had gathered over 100 backpacks
for the children in the school at Clavijo. These
backpacks were distributed to the students along with
flip flop sandals that were donated by Wal-Mart.

Since the original plan was not going to be completed,
the group was informed that the rest of the week
would be visits to areas around the local churches to
pray and minister to the needs of the communities.

Wednesday was spent visiting in another community
called Pedro Garcia. This area is being ministered to
on a weekly basis by two of the young members of
the Don Pedro church. Sandy and Desirae travel the
two hour trip every Saturday to lead Bible study and
minister to the community. More backpacks and flip
flops were given away at the local school there.

Friday afternoon was spent in the neighborhood of
Ponchezuela where Pastor Ortiz has property that
will soon house a new church. The group prayed
over the property and walked the neighborhood and
met the local community.

Wednesday evening the group split up between the
church at Don Pedro and La Joya for testimony and
preaching of the Word.
Thursday morning the group departed for a Haitian
neighborhood around Pastor Elysee’s church. The
group walked and prayed in the neighborhood as
well as presented gospel conversations along the
way.

Saturday was the day of rest
for the mission team, which
consisted of sightseeing in the
city and shopping for coffee.
Saturday evening also meant
fellowship around the grill,
with Pastor Ortiz serving up
grilled kasaba bread and pork.
Thursday evening was spent in La Otra Bando
neighborhood around the Macedonia Baptist Church
located there. Preaching of the word and testimony
was shared before a block party meal of the famous
“chicken feet stew” was served.
Friday morning the group departed for another
Haitian neighborhood where Pastor Diapado has
church every week. This church was in someone’s
back yard. The church has been broken into on more
than one
occasion but
the
congregation is
faithful and
keep
worshipping
and praising
God.

Sunday morning worship services were divided
between three of the churches with the team bringing
the message at each one. The group then met up for
lunch at La Otra Bando followed by an afternoon
message there. The evening was capped off by
attending a passionate worship service at Pastor
Elysee’s Haitian church.
The group left Pastor Ortiz’s home at 6 a.m. on
Monday for the airport and arrived back at Fairfield
at 8:30p.m. A full week of ministering and praying
was completed by this group.
This is a small recap of a week packed full of work
and prayer for this country. Pastor Keith Halsey of
Raymond Baptist church is facilitating some
meaningful mission work there and he has built some
long term relationships that are growing the
Kingdom, pray for continued growth on this mission
field.

Suggested prayers for the Dominican Republic missions:
Pastor Ortiz is making disciples and teaching men to lead their families. Pray for his
continued work in this area. Pray for his entire family, his wife Yngrid, and daughters
Jessica and Rosie as they sacrifice so much to serve God.
Don Pedro church
La Otra Bando church
New church at Ponchezuela
Relationships between the Pastors and churches to be united around God’s Word not in
competition.
The new believers in the Clavijo village, pray for continued growth for them and for the
future of the church there.
The Haitian communities in the Dominican Republic as they are treated very badly as
refugees. Pray for the Haitian churches to grow and prosper and be protected from harm.

Vision trip to St Louis Missouri

On Saturday February 4th, members of the Greater Wabash Baptist Association joined
Pastor Jason Helmbacher at the Church at Affton. This group learned about the largest
Bosnian population in the United States that is located in the St Louis area. This picture
was taken in a local mosque where they were informed about the daily practices of the
Islam religion. The group included Luke Rowe, Polly McWilliams, Tammy Estes, Barry
Baker, Angela Baker, and Mackenzie Baker from First Baptist.
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Sermon Broadcast on WFIW 1390 at 10:45 each Sunday

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Author: Henry Van Dyke (1907)
Joyful, joyful, we adore You,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
Op'ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
All Your works with joy surround You,
Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,
Stars and angels sing around You,
Center of unbroken praise;
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Praising You eternally!
Always giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Loving Father, Christ our Brother,
Let Your light upon us shine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
God's own love is reigning o’er us,
Joining people hand in hand.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.
We experience joy on many levels: we witness the joy expressed
by Creation, we bask in the joy of God as He delights in us, and
we experience our own joy as we reflect on all God has done for
us and through us. We have all heard this line over and over
again, but it’s worth repeating: we rush through life too quickly to
stop and be filled with joy. We allow the phone calls we have to
make, the laundry we need to fold, the paper we need to write,
and the porch we need to fix get in the way of simply stopping,
looking around, and being filled with joy and gratitude at the
world God has given us. It’s a world where we have people to
call, children to clothe, knowledge to express, and parties to host.
And more so than anything, even when it seems to be crumbling
around us, it’s a world redeemed by Christ. What can we raise to
our Savior but this outburst of joy?

My lips will shout for joy,
when I sing praises to you;
my soul also, which you have redeemed.
Psalm 71:23
https://hymnary.org/text/joyful_joyful_we_adore_thee

