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Pastor Appreciation Month
Pastor, husband, dad,
friend, bee keeper, and
Georgia Bulldog fan,
Bennie Tomberlin
wears many hats as he
serves where God has
led him. In
recognition of Pastor
Appreciation Month,
this edition will focus
on how God has
worked in our Pastor’s
life. Every Sunday we
listen as Bennie has
interjected some of his
history into his
sermons, but very few
of us have heard the
rest of the story.

first one to ask me if I knew Jesus and invite me to
church.” Bennie and his family began attending
church at First Baptist in Callahan where he was
beginning to come under conviction to give his life
to Christ; in 1980 Bennie made his profession of
faith.

Bennie extracting honey
from a honeycomb from
one of his beehives.

Bennie tells of the pastor of the local church who
invested his time and prayers in his father, Pomeroy;
many of those early meetings were men’s breakfast
conducted in a local restaurant with Bennie listening
at his father’s side. When his dad came to follow
Christ, Bennie began attending church around the
third grade at Cedar Creek Baptist Church. Bennie
recalls his memories of that time, “I don’t remember
the church so much as I remember the people.” The
memory of that pastor continues to stand clear in his
mind, as well as seeing his father come to Christ, and
the relationships that were built.
Living in Jacksonville, Florida, could have led to a
much different result for the Tomberlin family, but
Bennie’s parents were led to move their family into
the next county which was a key turning point in his
life. As they moved to Callahan, Florida, when
Bennie was in fifth grade, he recalls walking into
Callahan Intermediate School and meeting a girl
named Sheila. Sheila and her cousin invited Bennie
to join them for children’s choir at First Baptist
Church. They would ride the bus to the elementary
school and walk the two blocks to the church every
Wednesday. Bennie remembers, “Sheila was the

As far as being called to ministry, Bennie recalls a
conversation he had with Sheila as a freshman in
high school about feeling called, “we just kind of
laughed.” Then later he was approached by a retired
pastor that attended his church, who asked Bennie,
“are you open to the Lord’s call on your life?” This
pastor had no knowledge of the internal struggle
Bennie was dealing with over the call to ministry.
With that affirmation, Bennie decided to stop
arguing with God and abandon the list of excuses in
his mind and become confident that God was calling
him. “The best way to find God’s will is to be
faithful where you are,” Bennie says.
As Bennie was led to attend college, he faced the
dilemma that he was a high school dropout, “I
lacked 5 credits, I didn’t want a GED, so I took high
school completion classes at the community
college,” he said. As he was completing his degree
with his young family at Baptist College of Florida,
in Graceville, Florida, God provided all they needed.
Bennie had his first opportunity to preach in
Honduras on a mission trip, he laughs as he
describes how, “everyone should have their first
preaching opportunity through a translator.” Bennie
preached that first sermon on Philippians 2, The Way
Up is Down.
As you follow his journey from the small child in
Jacksonville, Florida, to the man who leads us here
now, you will see a great number of people who
influenced his walk with Christ. When asked who
most influenced him though, he goes back to that
day in fifth grade when the little girl named Shelia
welcomed him in and invited him to know Christ.

Bennie credits Sheila with helping him stay focused,
“the power of a Godly woman in the life of a man,”
he says is a wonderful blessing. Sheila has been at
his side for most of his life, through trials and
rejoicing, “I have only known her to be a committed
Christian,” he stated confidently. Part of that
commitment is going as a family where Christ calls:

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no
one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who
will not receive a hundredfold now in this
time, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions, and in the age to come
eternal life. But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.”
Mark 10:29-31

We are thankful to God for bringing the Tomberlin
family to First Baptist Church and appreciate their
heart for ministry.
As stated in the opening paragraph, Bennie is many
things, but above all he is a faithful servant. He is
devoted to being in God’s word and to prayer first
and foremost.
“And I will give you shepherds after my own

heart, who will feed you with knowledge and
understanding.”
Jeremiah 3:15
To hear the rest of the story, the interview is archived
and posted on the church website under the Show Me
Your Glory blog page.

Kingdom Kids
For those
wondering why
they might see a
suit of armor in the
fellowship hall,
Kingdom Kids has
been reading The
Prince Warriors
by Priscilla Shirer.
The book helps
children
understand the
whole armor of
God from
Ephesians 6.

These are some of the missions we support as a
church. Please be in prayer for these missionaries as
they serve to spread the Gospel of Christ.

Anthony and Mary Basaba serving in
Uganda, Africa
Debbie Wohler serving in Tahoe City,
California
Grant and Gina Hasty serving in Whitley
City, Kentucky
Steve and Cheryl Hammil—Vietnam
Jake and Hannah Hahnemann—NMSI
Ministries
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Lead Us Back
Falling down upon our knees
Sharing now in common shame
We have sought security
Not the cross that bears your name
Fences guard our hearts and homes
Comfort sings a siren tune
We're a valley of dry bones
Lead us back to life in you.
Lord we fall upon our knees
We have shunned the weak poor
Worshipped beauty courted kings
And the things their gold affords
Prayed for those we'd like to know
Favor sings a siren tune
We've become a talent show
Lead us back to life in you

Lord you've caused the blind to see
We have blinded them again
With our manmade laws and creeds
Eager ready to condemn
Now we plead before your throne
Power sings a siren tune
We've been throwing heavy stones
Lead us back to life in you.
We're a valley of dry bones
Lead us back to life in you.
We've become a talent show
Lead us back to life in you
We've been throwing heavy stones
Lead us back to life in you.
Bobby Gilles and Brooks Ritter
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