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So with the first month, we had our first mistake. Wanda has served as a member of this church family
for 70 years, not 60 which is an even bigger accomplishment! We are praying for many more faithful
years of service for her.
Celebrating 90 Years of God’s Faithfulness.
September 17, 2016, will mark Vonda Rickard’s
90th birthday, and she credits that to God and His
faithfulness.
Vonda was the
second born of a
family of six children
and was left without a
father as a young
teenager. Her mother
moved them to Burnt
Prairie across the
street from a Baptist
Church, and that is
where her journey in
faith began. She was
invited to the church
to be part of the
Baptist Training
Union and was saved
in that church. After
she graduated high
school, she moved to
Fairfield and began
working at Airtex as
a timekeeper. She met the outgoing Glen Rickard,
married him, and began a family. Vonda started
attending First Baptist Church when they were still
having services at the courthouse; she officially
became a member on December 10, 1948.
When Glen and Vonda were first married, they
attended Sunday School at First Baptist and went
across the street to First Christian to attend church.
The busy Sunday mornings went on until one day
when First Baptist was having a revival and
everyone was asked to stay and attend. Glen and
Vonda stayed that morning and at the end of the
service Glen went forward. “Everyone thought he
was going forward to pray for his brothers, but I

knew him well enough to know he was up there for
himself,” Vonda said. Glen joined Vonda as a
member of First Baptist shortly after that, and they
faithfully served the church for many years.
Vonda served in the 4 & 5 year old department for
around 35 years, starting under the mentorship of
her sister Eloise. Vonda had a great role model
under Eloise, remembering that, “she strived to
reach the standard of excellence.” Vonda continued
to strive for a standard of excellence in her service.
She later moved into teaching in adult classes which
she credits to God for equipping her to be able to do.
“God can help you do anything, you just have to
step out and do it,” Vonda stated.
When asked to recall her favorite Bible verse, Isaiah
41:13 immediately came to her mind:
“For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand,
saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.”
Vonda relayed a story to me which demonstrated
how this verse ministered to her as a young mother
when she was in the hospital preparing to give birth
to Lyndal. Vonda was preparing for a cesarean
section surgery and the doctors had given her
medicine and the labor pains were severe. At that
moment, Vonda recalls, “I thought, oh, if I just had
someone to hold my hand, and I thought you do
have someone to hold your hand. It is just as real to
me that God held my hand.” The doctor was
worried when Vonda’s pain stopped and she was
laying still; he came around the curtain to check on
her. God had taken her pain away. At the time this
happened, she didn’t even know that verse was in
the Bible, but it was, and God did hold her hand in
that time.
Vonda helped Glen operate a hardware store for 21
years until they closed down in the early 1970’s.
She then went to work as a dishwasher. (cont.)

“All I aspired to be was a dishwasher,” she said. That
way she could leave work without taking concerns
home with her. She still managed to do such a great
job she was promoted to being over the whole
kitchen. Vonda eventually ended up working in
activities in the nursing home and enjoyed her time
there ministering to the residents.
Not everyone gets to have a 90th birthday, but Vonda
didn’t want a big celebration. Eventually while
having a conversation with Dr. Carter, she mentioned
she just wanted to hand out cake to people and since
it is Fall Fun Fest weekend, a plan came into place.
Vonda will be at a table under the Fairfield National
Bank drive thru on Saturday, September 17th
between 5 and 6 pm handing out birthday cake to
anyone who stops by. Vonda is a blessing to all who
know her and her faithfulness to God is demonstrated
in her daily walk with Him. Happy Birthday Vonda,
may God continue to bless you and hold your hand.

The Friday morning ministry of the
food pantry is going strong. So far
this year there have been 755 visits,
serving over 200 different families.
Please pray for continued
faithfulness in this ministry as we
will begin the building process next
month of the combined bus barn /
food pantry facility.

Psalm 103:1-5
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

The full transcript of Vonda’s interview is
available on the FBC website, under the
Show Me Your Glory staff blog.

Richard and Caleb

3M Fishing
Tournament
hosted at Jerry
Houser’s pond
August 27th.
Damario won
the award for
the biggest fish
at 22 3/4
inches long . It
was a great day
of fishing and
fellowship.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sermon Broadcast on WFIW 1390 at 10:45 each Sunday

Lift High the Name of Jesus
Lift high the name of Jesus,
Of Jesus our King.
Make known the power of His grace,
The beauty of His peace.
Remember how His mercy reached
And we cried out to Him.
He lifted us to solid ground,
To freedom from our sin.
Chorus
Oh sing my soul,
And tell all He’s done,
Till the earth and heavens are filled with His glory!
Lift high the name of Jesus,
Of Jesus our Lord.
His power in us is greater than,
Is greater than this world.
To share the reason for our hope,
To serve with love and grace,
That all who see Him shine through us
Might bring the Father praise.
Lift high the name of Jesus,
Of Jesus our Light.
No other name on earth can save,
Can raise a soul to life.
He opens up our eyes to see
The harvest He has grown.
We labor in His fields of grace
As He leads sinners home.
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ed Cash, and Fionan de Barra; © 2013 Getty
Music Publishing (BMI), Alletrop Music (BMI), and Fionan de Barra (all
rights admin. by Music Services)

Worship Notes
“People sing. Everywhere.
In their cars. In the shower. In choirs. At football games. At
birthdays. At weddings and funerals. At rock concerts.
In musicals and operas. When there’s sunshine. When it rains.
When it’s stormy. In the morning, afternoon, and night.
But when the church gathers on Sunday morning (or Saturday
night, etc.), our earthly voices join the choirs of heaven and
the singing is like no other. I can’t count the number of times
I’ve been moved as I added my voice to the beautiful,
engaging, powerful, awe-inspiring, robust singing of a
congregation.” Bob Kauflin
http://www.worshipmatters.com/2016/02/04/whats-so-specialabout-singing-on-sundays/

Addressing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the
Lord with your heart
Ephesians 5:19

