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The Mission
The mission statement of the church is:

Special Needs Ministry

We exist to glorify God by: serving and loving
Him above all, sharing His love, leading
others to faith in Jesus Christ, and equipping
all to be a lighthouse for Him.

One of the more recent ministries of the
church is the Special Needs Ministry. The
vision statement of this ministry is: First
Baptist Church strives to minister to those
who have special needs to ensure that they feel
welcome in the Kingdom of God.

With that in mind, this month’s edition will
identify some of the ways this mission is being
carried out at First Baptist Church.
“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I
will surely show you kindness for the sake of
Food Pantry Ministry
your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all
The food pantry ministry is probably the most the land that belonged to your grandfather
recognized ministry of the church. When the Saul, and you will always eat at my table.”
food pantry was established in 2004, there
2 Samuel 9:7
were very few options for the community to
So through this ministry, the At the King’s
supplement their grocery needs. The vision
Table softball was formed. This softball
statement of this ministry is: First Baptist
program gives opportunity for people of all
Church will operate the food pantry as a
abilities to feel included and loved though the
ministry to meet the needs of the people of
fellowship on the softball field.
Fairfield and Wayne County.
In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. Matthew 5:16
This ministry currently serves the needs of
residents of the Fairfield High School District.
The Wayne County area now has eight food
pantries and is serviced primarily by the
Midwest Food Bank. Our food pantry serves
one day a week, on Fridays, for those in need.
The weekly appointments include a devotion
and prayer along with sharing the love of
Jesus with each guest.

Bus Ministry

Community Missions

The By Laws of our church indicate that:
This category of serving includes the mission
The church shall provide a bus ministry with and ministry work in the community, not just
an organization as needed.
within the church. This year it included the
newly launched Love Your Neighbor Café
While the by-law seems pretty generic, the
along with college mission work at Frontier
bus ministry has been in existence for many
Community College.
years. There are a team of bus drivers that
operate it weekly to provide rides for
The Love Your Neighbor Café held four
individuals that would not otherwise have a meals over this last year that served
ride to church. The majority of the riders are community groups including food pantry
children who come to church without their
guests, First Responders, utility workers, and
parents. Every week each household that
teachers. Each meal served was accompanied
rides the bus has contact from the church
with prayer for the individuals. Many gospel
through a visitor. Early Sunday morning the conversations were had at these meals as
bus captains arrive and prepare to travel a
well.
route around town to pick up the riders.
For you were called to freedom,
For the school age children that are part of
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
the bus ministry, the church provides back to opportunity for the flesh, but through
school clothes and Christmas clothes. This
love serve one another. For the whole law is
year we saw two of our young men from the fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
bus ministry make professions of faith and be neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:13-14
baptized.
Frontier Community College recently added
the sports program that has brought many out
of town students into Fairfield. Each quarter
the church has prepared a meal to share with
the students and staff.
Carmi Children’s Home
FBC provides
monthly support
to the Baptist
Children’s Home
in Carmi. In
addition, this
year we sent a
team that made
and distributed
free snow cones
at the Annual
Fall Festival.

Cooperating Missions
Greater Wabash Baptist Association (GWBA)
GWBA is the local association of 25
churches that serve together in our area. The
churches share missions and training to help
further the Kingdom. The Junior and Senior
High Camp are highlights of the association
mission.
Illinois State Baptist Association (IBSA)
With compassion for spiritually lost people
and anticipation of Jesus’ return, we will
work cooperatively with local associations
and other partners to:
 Strengthen existing churches in fulfilling
their biblical purpose;
 Start healthy new churches designed to
reach new groups of people;
 Send believers into local, state, national
and world mission fields to proclaim the
Gospel and serve others in the name of
Christ; and
 Stimulate stewardship among churches so
that God’s resources flow faithfully and
generously through His people to His
worldwide redemptive mission.
IBSA sponsors
the Children’s
Ministry Day
and Mission
Spectacular that
our church has
participated in.
Mission Illinois
is the special
offering that we
participate in
that supports
IBSA.

North American Mission Board (NAMB)
Evangelistic church planting is the core focus
of your North American Mission Board. But
that is not all NAMB invests in and assists
churches to accomplish. NAMB serves in
partnership to assist associations and provide
churches with resources and tools to serve
your members and the community your
members serve. Our support ministries are
designed to be relevant, practical, useful and
effective. The Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering supports NAMB.
International Mission Board (IMB)
IMB partners with churches to empower
limitless missionary teams who are
evangelizing, discipling, planting, and
multiplying healthy churches, and training
leaders among unreached peoples and places
for the glory of God. The Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering supports the IMB.
SOS Mininistries—Uganda
Anthony and Mary Basaba are the
missionaries that FBC have a specific
relationship with at SOS. This ministry is
equipping pastors to share the Gospel in
Uganda. SOS is supported though the
monthly budget.
Debbie Wohler Reasoner—Resort Missionary
Debbie is now living in Georgia but still
serving the Tahoe City Resort Ministry. She
is working on recruiting students to serve as
summer missionaries. Debbie receives
monthly support from FBC.
All these serve as part of our greater mission
to take the Gospel to the whole world. Please
be in prayer for this mission work and how to
support it.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sermon Broadcast on WFIW 1390 at 10:45 each Sunday

O Fount of Love
O, fount of love divine that flows from my Savior's bleeding side,
Where sinner's trade their filthy rags for His righteousness applied,
Mercy cleansing every stain now rushing o'er us like a flood,
There the wretch and vilest ones stand adopted through His blood.
O, mount of grace, to thee we cling, from the law hath set us free,
Once and for all on Calvary's hill love and justice shall agree,
Praise the Lord, the price is paid, the curse defeated by the Lamb,
We who once were slaves by birth, sons and daughters now we stand.
O, well of joy is mine to drink, for my Lord has conquered death,
Victorious forevermore, the ancient foe is laid to rest,
Hallelujah, Christ is King, alive and reigning on the throne,
Our tongues employed with hymns of praise, glory be to God alone.
Written by Matt Papa and Matt Boswell
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