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Triple Blessed
How early is too early to send out a Save the Date for
a party? For our family here at FBC some folks have
been saving an upcoming date for over 18 years. For
the last 18 plus years the church has walked along side
Dennis and Tammy Estes as they navigated infertility
through the birth of their triplets. Dennis and Tammy
moved to Fairfield as a newly married couple in 1988,
and they settled into jobs and joined the FBC family.
As other couples around them began to start families,
they struggled with infertility. While they enjoyed the
adventures they were able to do together and with
friends, they desired to start a family too. As we have
heard many times, God’s timing is always perfect, but
it doesn’t always match our plans. After twelve years
of waiting to start a family, they found out they were
expecting. When asked what his first thought was
when he found out they were going to have a baby,
Dennis states without hesitation, “Finally.”

that of the church family and you start to see the
picture of how everyone came together to encourage
this family. That notebook that Tammy has is full of
names of different people and how they helped. From
the beginning, there was a party hosted by Rich and
Lee Ann Montgomery to celebrate the pregnancy;
forty people showed up to celebrate with them.
Different ladies went to doctor appointments with
Tammy. There was a parade of drywall that went up
the stairs to get the house ready, led by various church
members. There was a video that Cheryl Harl made to
document the mural she was painting for the babies
that Tammy was unable to see because she could no
longer climb the stairs. Richard Mason found a
special triple stroller that was special ordered and
purchased through donations from the church. All of
these things were before the babies even made their
appearance.

Tammy has a
notebook that has all
the details of that year
recorded, from the
first phone call saying
she was pregnant and
each doctor
appointment and
milestone that
happened after. They
knew it was highly
probable that it would
be a multiple birth,
the first ultrasound
had two sacs, then
three sacs with two
heartbeats, and finally
three sacs with three
heartbeats.

With all the support around them, it might be
surprising to hear that when Tammy went into labor
and her water broke, she was home alone. She waited
for Dennis to get home and they made the trip to
Evansville for delivery without telling anyone until
they arrived there. Derek made his appearance first,
followed by Brian and finally Samantha on November
8th, 2000. Samantha was the smallest at 5 pounds and
13 ounces, and the boys were 6 pounds 4 ounces for
Derek and 6 pounds 12 ounces for Brian. Three full
size babies, one instant family, God’s perfect timing.

November 4, 2000, 4 days before

delivery
As the pregnancy
progressed they were
blessed that Dennis had started a new job that was
supportive of the family. Couple that support with

(L) Dennis holding Brian
(R) Tammy with Derek and
Samantha

As the new family came home, there was a nonstop source of support. There were many ladies from the
church that helped with rocking babies, bringing meals, and what ever else needed to be done. Both Dennis
and Tammy’s families lived over an hour away, and while the grandparents were very active in helping,
some of the gap was filled by willing folks here. They both remarked how blessed they have been by so
many people walking along side them through this.
The family moved to their present location when the kids were four. Again, God worked out perfect timing,
their house in town sold but on the condition that they move within thirty days. Dennis called Ralph Barbre
and twenty-eight days later they were in their barn apartment. They lived in that perfect setup until their
new home was ready. They laugh as they talk of dragging the kids home shopping and the excitement the
kids had when it was finally done, only to find out there was furniture shopping to do next. The kids
attended Jasper from kindergarten to eighth grade, and the family home hosted birthday parties every year
for the classmates. As this month marks the 18th birthday of the Estes’ kids, it is natural to reflect on how
fast time has flown by. Both Dennis and Tammy say that the 12 years they were trying to have kids seemed
much longer than the last eighteen years that they have spent raising them. In May 2019, Derek, Brian, and
Samantha will graduate high school, and that save the date that was mentioned earlier is for a graduation
party that will celebrate the role that everyone has played in the life of this family.
We are reminded that as the family of God we are committed to helping each other and caring for each
other. God orchestrates every second of our lives, and as part of that perfect plan for our lives, He uses
ordinary people to mold and shape us to be more like Jesus. Over the years many prayers have been lifted
up for this family, many faithful teachers have poured biblical truths into these children, many people have
loved and cared for this family, and God has been glorified in the efforts of His people.

Church Wide Thanksgiving Dinner
November 18th after morning
service
Please bring 2 sides
(Vegetable, Salad, or Dessert)

Fall Festival October 2018

Great fellowship with
family and friends
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Sermon Broadcast on WFIW 1390 at 10:45 each Sunday

Shout to the Lord
My Jesus, my Saviour
Lord there is none like You
All of my days I want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love
My comfort, my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am
Never cease to worship You
Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In You
My Jesus, my Saviour
Lord there is none like You
All of my days I want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love
You're my comfort

(My comfort)
And my shelter
(My shelter)
You're my tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am
Never cease to worship You
Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In You
Oh shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In You
Darlene Joyce Zschech
Shout to the Lord lyrics © Music Services, Inc

